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A next
‘Mandny~wn “f! *~this”
alicrnoon at, fhe. first, meeting
‘for ﬁvc_ years of tha Civil
Service National Whmcy Coun- ;

il
Arinstro,

msﬂry “of th bef‘cubmea Wko il
chair the mcetmg. .may rule,it.
dutas a: topic for. discugsion on
the” ‘ground * that’ the Civil
Service unions_ lost their rep-
rescnmlvemihu' at {Kid gignals
and electronic mlelngeﬂce‘ccn-
{re on March 1.

- If ke does; the; Counc:l rof
Civil Service Unions teams led
by Mr William ‘McCail, “of: tho
lnsmuuon of Prafessional Civil
Servants, will say that- about
160’ employees at GCHQ' have
declmed »10 +“ selinquish " -their
gnion niembership’ dcspne \he
Govemmenl’l’ban ' R v

5 i Umon lea&en i that
$0°of them could ! 'be !:;’;lu:’for a
tie ‘detector test. ig the next, 12,
months., Ail staff é
F deted and” the procm ,u
rengwed eA\Qq:{]{vp‘gun.l,.,, " .
m April,|, the polygrapl
Wll,mbc used on. those, uaﬁ' n
Che}len}\am undergoi p
‘Wy feview o lhclr,
Y clesrance: [ils mhﬂf Al
pilot project designed-10 stiffen,
_Whiéchlu ;,,d;fencqs mn;\ lhv
i

(3]

: The'ex peeu\!on'in Whmhlll
i shat -secarity -auihchtics 4t
Cheltenham wi Irearefully avoid™
using the polygraph on &ny’ or
the 160 recussnts, at least in the ”.
near Auture. Conciliation is one;
of ‘the -prigrities of Mr Petef.‘
Mnrychuwh. 'dlreaor ‘o !
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§ Of\lhe"léo union! 'memben‘
rtmﬂnln vat GCHQ, about 110
are based at Chelienham and’
about nﬂwcumuion: The
uniotrorekkdown ‘o
. Sociéty "oft Clvﬂ'f’llfd ‘Pubic
Servanitsl 180, Civil: Service:
| Yniom=50r-Institution of Pro-"
" fessional’ -Ciyil ; Servants 30;
Association’ ~of .. Government
Supervisors; pnq Radio Officers
30 Clwl and< Public Services

and ", Fisst
Divisinq 'Assoc ok P
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~*A “Labeur . ‘MP 'is seekmg
urgent’ assurances from: the
: Attomey-General ‘that n MI5
-officer " facing charges’ “under
. the Official Secrets Act'will' re-
-‘celv'e a fajr trial.

‘Mr Stuart:Bell, MP, foi Mig-
dlesbrough and vice-chairman
of . his party’s | home - affairs
committee, -is wntmg io Sir
Michsel .Havers ‘to express his
.concern "that jury vetting, for

the trial may be bemg ‘done on -

8 political basis.

‘Mr Bell also wants “the .MI5
man to -have the normal “free-
dom to  present his deéfence
case in. full,

‘Miehael g
who on Ap
charges. under?’the Official Sec-
rets Act, n

spying contrary’tc .
He is the ﬁrst,- smber of MI5
ever to appeariin ‘court.
‘A -, pre-trialivs review,

in

‘camera ‘has’ already;taken plae"
be - able to ‘bring -before the

before the Lord:Chief Justice,
Lord Lane. sDirections. were
given to prosécuting and de-
fence counseli:the. manner -in
which the trxal wxll be con-
ducted.”’

It was decxded that it would
be in a camera, apart from a
small part of the opening pro-
secution speech by Sir Michael
and the verdict; that certain

condmons would apply to tbe
presentation of revidence.for Te-
asons of national' security and
that the jury would be vetted
Mr Bell:said last night-in a
statement : 1 Even though . the
en*t:re trial ‘as: I-udderstand ‘it
is to be held in camera, I want
to be sure that. Bettaney shall

court those . documents = that

-will assist him in his defence ;

that his: defence counsel shall
be able fully to examine prose-
cution witnesses and that
witnesses that Bettaney may
wish to call shall be allowed to
give evidence.

“It is essential that all the
rules of evidence be adhered

roversy-in
egaliauthorities
hat':it 9§ specially
cades -involving
‘-natmnal secur-

matters.
ity. "
The v fprocess is under-
stood tOWolve in-depth inves-
tigation i th -MI5 and the
Special hch of the. political
affiliations of potential juroros.

m .
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by Barrie Penrose and
Simon Freeman .
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lemeiied by “in-depth atiomer |
enquiries by the'special braich' |
gSt a person's leolleagués,

MICHAEL BETTANEY, ‘the
MIS officer accused - of spying
for the Russians, has written an
extraordinary letter -from his
cell in*Brixton prison claiming
that he will not be given a fair
trial. The ietter, _written ‘on
March 9, was sent t6 Stuart Bel,
Labour MP for Middlesbrough
and vicechairman of the
party's home affairs commitiee,

Bell is so concerned by
Bettancy's alicgations that he
has decided 1o release the full
text of the letter today 10
Britain's national news agency,
the Press Association. Bell says
he has also sent a copy to the
attorney-general, Sir Michael
Havers. “It is'a very articulate
letter™, says Bell. “It raises
issues which should be taken
up,

Bell, who is a barrister, says
he has thought carefully about
the legality of releasing a letier
Tom 2 man awaiting trial, “If
any fault were made the entire
establishment  would  come
down like a ton of bricks™, he
says. Bell now wants reassur-
ances from Havers that Betta-
ney is mistaken in claiming he
will not be given a reasonable
chance of defending: himself
when the trial begins on April
10 at the OMd Bailey.

“There's absolutely no doubt
as to Bettaney's sincerity, |
intend 10 raise all the points he
makes in his letter with the
attorney-general,” says . Bell,
Bell's action today reflects the
concern in legal circles about
the  secrecy surrounding the
rial.

Earlier  this  month The
Sunday Times revealed that
prospeclive jurors were being
sccretly vetted by the special
branch’ and MIS. This move
followed a ruling in February by
Lord Lane, the lord chief
justice, that the trial would be
conducted  in¥'camera, apart

from a brief opening statcment
{ by the prasecution’yand the
* delivery of the verdict)”

Bell wants Havers 10 . state
that, despite the need to protect

workmates, neighbours: @nd
friecnds with.the aim'of compil."
ing a dossier on the person's:
political and social‘al;i\ude:.miz

standing in the commuinity’snd
so forth, N et

“In this’ area, 4 mign or
woman's litical)- " involve;!
ment ... might be séén’in the,
eyes of  the'y.authorities s as!
sufficient 1o ba'r,hiht‘,'d(:?et';

from jury.sepvice inmy“‘l'rl‘atl:
Next, -Betianey “turns- the
alleged limitations, on. theway-
that coun will-admit’ dacumens
tary evidence. “Certain crucial-
documentary  exhibits,” : he
claims, “will not be produced af
the 1rial, nor be made-available
for the preparation of my
defence,
“Insicad,”  he  claims, Mg
sclection of expurgated exhibits
produced by the direcfor of
public prosccutions. . . will be
exhibited.” T
Bettaney claims, too, that his
lawyers may not be allowed 10
call experts. who could com-
ment on and where necessary
refute” the “evidence of;.the
security service witnesses,” He
also claims that his “tawyérs'

S 80220 e DR v

1 P emiy.

e 10 B, - )
e sy 65 by g g

Bettaney's letter

cross-cxamination of security
service witnesses will be “cur-}
tailed”. He adds: “Even in the i
framework of a totally sceret
trial these arc arcas vital 1o my,
defence.™ )
In view of these procedural
issucs Beltancy even wonders
whether he should refuse 10 take
part in the proceedings. He
WIHCS: N
*l am at present considering
whether, as o matter of prin.
ciple, it is right for me 1o 1ake
any part.” .
Bettancy also strongly objects

i i “Wi . -hi level of secrecy
national sccurity, the court will ¢ 10 " the -high k
still respect the fundamentaj§isurrounding the aciual trial,

and traditional principles of
Justice. He is anxious to clarify
that Bettaney's defence will be
ablc'égi'l:rins'viul documents (o -
courtithift, d “Tawyers will
.be able ’ull'y@?&?ﬁﬂbmiﬁe
prosécution

Witnesses and’ that

Betianey will be able 10 call .

witnesses he feels are vital to his
case.

All these points are based on-
clavms made by Bettaney in hise

B . .
"1 beficve that the’situgtion
vﬂ}ljch I have outlined '{ibév.e’
cai only add’ 1o ¢théygéhpine
cohéern which-fou +#d~no-
doubt¥other *mefmbé of {lpe'
PLP “Pgrliamentary ~"Labaur
Pariy  feel’  about ‘cgedl
Niturally the dccisio!rx Batd
even  the ; pre-trial | hérng
behing closed doors was takén-
with a View 110~ pi ehtin

parliament  and, i

handwritten letter, . - Deople’; from lea {7 e
Bettancy, aged 33, is the ﬁwlmam{in»which»m l-is Yo
MIS ofTicer ever to appeay in!-be agled.” .2 ¥
court.  He faces “six:* charges "'Be'l'ldu'i'ﬁ:v“u"i't' ¥ 5
under the: Official. Secrets ACly: - terber; ¥Th
oo g

“including: three vof iépying-

which relates ‘to leaking mal 3:““' i:rhe
crial which  could , endanger ;.
national security, oM

First, Bettaney queslioﬁshthe,

| pipe-sm
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way that the ju is  being  hist
vetted, sy ‘ m-crl:re“u

“The panel of prospective said_they
jurors eligible.10 hear my case i$ him. Beilay
lo be subjected 10’ vetsing™, he Pembroke: .. Caj) .
alleges.  “This process,  with, , where-he”was “the
which 1 am pgokwnulyil‘e'arly 70s. said he wgs-is
familiar, involves : ctt_c!tsi)"reluble‘ diligent  and; \hard |
10 establish whether a uror is & < working  studen He ylent|
member of or sympathiser With* Oxford in 1972 with a goodish
any subversive party or organis- sccond class degree. e__t




